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moral, mental, or even spiritual existence. It was the uprising against this state of affairs which led to the first and. bitter conflicts between capital and labour.
Few people will be found nowadays bold enough to declare that the labourer Is not entitled to share in the profits produced by his labour. The tendency is rather in the opposite direction, and to assert that a fair wage must be the first charge upon all industry. And by a fair wage is implied something more than sufficient to supply the bare necessaries of life. Education is now supplied free for the children, but there must be home comforts and an occasional luxury. It must be accompanied, too, by hours of labour which shall not exhaust all the physical strength of the labourer, but shall leave him capable of enjoying some reasonable recreation. Nor will many say that these demands are at all unjust; and In these days of the recognition of man's responsibility for the welfare of his fellow-man, employers of labour would themselves, with few exceptions, be the first to admit their justice. But the profits which would permit them to be not merely just, but even generous, are tilings of the past, and everything Is reduced to so line a point, that to make any profit at all It is sometimes necessary to squeeze It out of labour. The working classes do not, perhaps, sufBciently realise this, and look too much at the great and rapid fortunes made in former